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Murui Nation
Location and Host: Murui Nation

The Murui are an Indigenous People of the northwestern Amazon, primarily located in
southern Colombia with smaller populations in Peru. They are part of the broader cultural
and linguistic complex known as the Gente de Centro (“People of the Center”), who share
interconnected cosmologies, social structures, and ceremonial practices centered on tobacco,
coca, and sweet cassava.

Traditionally, the Murui inhabited a vast territory across the Amazonian Trapezium, living
primarily along major river systems including the Caqueta, Putumayo, Igara-Parana, and Cara-
Parana, often in shared territories with other Indigenous groups.

Their history has been shaped by external pressures, particularly the rubber boom of the early
20th century, which led to widespread violence, displacement, and population decline. Despite
these challenges, the Murui have demonstrated resilience through cultural revitalization,
territorial reorganization, and strengthened governance systems.

Today, they remain one of the larger Indigenous groups in the Colombian Amazon, continuing
to sustain their cultural practices, languages, and livelihoods while navigating ongoing social,
economic, and environmental changes.

Focus

o |ntercultural Dialogue with the Murui Community: This dialogue centered on relationship-
building and knowledge exchange with the Murui community. Through the Mambeadero
ceremony in the maloka, the Murui welcomed the delegation into a sacred space where
dialogue, reciprocity, and ancestral governance guide collective reflection. Offerings of
sweet cassava, coca, and tobacco created a respectful environment for open conversation
grounded in cultural protocol.

 Women’s Leadership in Territorial Preservation: A core focus of the dialogue was to
understand the role of Murui women in protecting the territory and to identify pathways to
strengthen their leadership. The discussion explored how women safeguard biodiversity,
transmit knowledge, and sustain cultural continuity through chagra cultivation, seed
preservation, weaving, ceremony, and mentorship of younger generations.

o Territory, Culture, and Environmental Defense: The dialogue also emphasized that territorial
protection is inseparable from cultural survival. Pressures such as illegal mining,
deforestation, illicit crops, and declining fish populations directly affect both ecosystems
and the spiritual life of the community. Women articulated that strengthening their
leadership is central to defending land, water, and sacred sites.

Key Reflections

o Strengthening Women’s Leadership Is a Climate Strategy: Murui women demonstrated that
their work in seed preservation, agroforestry, medicinal knowledge, and ceremonial practice
directly supports biodiversity and climate resilience. Elevating women’s leadership is not
only a matter of gender equity but a foundational strategy for territorial protection.



World of Wahkohtowin Project

Traditional Chagra Systems Are Pillars of Sovereignty: The recovery and protection of native seeds
and traditional agricultural systems were identified as urgent priorities. The chagra represents
food sovereignty, ecological balance, and intergenerational continuity. Supporting women-led
agricultural initiatives strengthens both environmental sustainability and cultural identity.

Intergenerational Knowledge Transmission Requires Intentional Support: Grandmothers and Elders
are the custodians of spiritual and ecological knowledge. However, generational renewal faces
challenges as youth navigate external pressures and changing realities. Creating intercultural
training spaces or ancestral knowledge schools was identified as essential to ensure continuity.

Economic and Political Recognition Remains Limited: Murui women highlighted the need for
formal recognition of their work, including sustainable economic opportunities and greater
participation in governance and decision-making spaces. Their leadership must be visible not
only within the community but also in dialogue with state institutions and external partners.

Environmental Harm Is Cultural Harm: The phrase “When the river gets sick, the people also
get sick” posed a central reflection of the exchange and dialogue. Ecological degradation is
experienced as cultural and spiritual disruption. Protecting territory is therefore synonymous
with protecting identity, memory, and life itself.
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o [jstening as a Foundation for Partnership: The dialogue reinforced the importance of listening
directly to women's articulated needs rather than imposing externally designed solutions.
Effective collaboration must be grounded in community-defined priorities and culturally
appropriate approaches.

Muinane Nation
Location and Host: Muinane Nation

The Muinane are an Indigenous People of the northwestern Amazon, primarily located in
southern Colombia, particularly in the Cagueta and Amazonas regions. They are part of the
broader cultural complex known as the Gente de Centro (“People of the Center”), sharing
interconnected worldviews, ceremonial traditions, and social systems with neighboring nations
such as the Bora and Murui.

The Muinane language belongs to the Bora language family, the language is highly endangered
due to a significant decline in speakers and the growing dominance of Spanish. Despite this,
the Muinane community is actively engaged in efforts to preserve their language and cultural
knowledge, including intergenerational transmission through elders.

Traditionally, the Muinane sustain their livelihoods through slash-and-burn horticulture, fishing,
hunting, and gathering, with bitter cassava playing a central role in subsistence and culture.
While historically involved in rubber extraction and trade, today they also engage in small-scale
commercial activities and wage labor.

Like many Indigenous Peoples of the Amazon, the Muinane have experienced significant
external pressures, including the impacts of the rubber boom, colonization, and more recent
socio-economic and environmental challenges.

Focus

o |ntercultural Welcome and Knowledge Exchange with the Muinane Community: this focused
on relationship-building, ceremonial welcome, and dialogue. The community received the
delegation in the maloca with mambe and tobacco, creating a sacred space for shared
reflection between the Muinane and the Métis delegation. The exchange centered on
ancestral governance systems, territorial stewardship, and cultural continuity.

o Women, Grandmothers, and Generational Leadership in Territorial Protection: this highlighted
the leadership of women and grandmothers in sustaining community life and protecting
the Amazon. Through agroforestry practices in the chagras, reforestation, ceremonial
leadership, and intergenerational teaching, Muinane women demonstrated how
environmental stewardship is inseparable from cultural transmission.

o Ancestral Education and Cultural Revitalization as Climate Strategy: Discussions emphasized
the importance of “Own Education” as a mechanism for safeguarding language, ceremony,
and worldview. This education system reinforces environmental responsibility, ensuring that
youth inherit both knowledge and accountability to the territory.
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Key Reflections

o Women Are Central to Environmental Protection and Cultural Survival: Muinane women play a
foundational role in reforestation, land stewardship, food cultivation, and ceremonial leadership.
Their work sustains both ecological balance and social cohesion. Protecting the Amazon is
understood not as a separate environmental task, but as daily practice embedded in women'’s
leadership and intergenerational teaching.

o Grandmothers as Guardians of Spiritual and Territorial Governance: Grandmothers convene
gatherings, preside over ceremonies, and guide decision-making processes. Their authority
reflects governance systems rooted in spiritual responsibility rather than material accumulation.
This leadership model reinforces community resilience and long-term territorial defense.

o Generational Change Is a Source of Renewal: Across the dialogue, there was recognition of a critical
generational transition. Youth are increasingly reclaiming language, ceremony, and agricultural
practices. Education was identified as a vital pillar for ensuring that knowledge systems are
transmitted intentionally and sustainably.

o Reciprocity as a Guiding Principle of Sustainability: A shared value emerged between the Muinane
and Métis communities which is taking only what is necessary from the land and returning
offerings in gratitude. This principle of reciprocity reflected in wahkohtowin, the relationship
between all living and spiritual elements positions climate action within a broader ethical
framework of balance.

o Cultural Survival and Climate Action Are Interconnected: The protection of the Amazon begins
with respect for sacred knowledge systems. Language, ceremony, and agricultural cycles are
not symbolic traditions; they are governance tools that regulate human interaction with the
environment. Strengthening these systems contributes directly to climate resilience.

Location and Host: Bora Nation

The Bora are an Indigenous People of the northwestern Amazon, primarily located in southern
Colombia. Central to their identity is the cultural foundation of tobacco, coca, and sweet cassava,
which informs their social organization, spirituality, and relationship with the natural world.

Traditionally, the Bora inhabit territories along key river systems including the Putumayo, Igara-
Parana rivers, with a strong presence in the Amazonas department, particularly around La Chorrera.

Bora cultural life is centered around the maloca (communal house), which serves as both a social
and ceremonial space representing the structure of the cosmos. Cultural activities, dances, and the
use of sacred instruments play an essential role in maintaining cultural continuity and transmitting
knowledge across generations.

The history of the Bora has been significantly shaped by the impacts of the rubber boom in the early
20th century, which led to displacement, population decline, and cultural disruption. In response,
the Bora have engaged in ongoing efforts to revitalize their traditions, strengthen community
organization, and reclaim aspects of their ancestral worldview.

Today, the Bora nation livelihoods are based on subsistence activities such as horticulture, fishing,
hunting, and gathering, with bitter cassava as a central crop both nutritionally and culturally. Despite
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ongoing social and environmental challenges, the Bora continue to sustain their cultural
practices and maintain strong connections to their land and identity.

Focus

« Ancestral Diplomacy and Intercultural Dialogue in the Mambeadero: This extended
Circle of the Word centered on ancestral diplomacy with the Bora community in La
Chorrera. Through ceremonial songs, offerings of tobacco, coca, and sweet cassava,
and the Dance of the Turtles, the Bora opened a sacred space for dialogue grounded
in reciprocity, truth, and collective responsibility. The Mambeadero functioned as
a governance space where knowledge is shared, conflicts are transformed, and
relationships are strengthened.

o |nterdependence, Reciprocity, and Environmental Governance: this highlighted shared
values between the Bora and Métis people, particularly reciprocity with the land, taking
only what is necessary, and returning offerings in gratitude. The dialogue connected
Amazonian teachings with Métis principles such as Wahkohtowin and the teachings
of Turtle Island, reinforcing relational accountability between people, territory, and
natural cycles.

« Women'’s Leadership and Intergenerational Transmission of Knowledge: this further
emphasized the leadership of Bora women in agroforestry (Chagras), handicrafts,
youth mentorship, and climate awareness. Ethno-education emerged as a key
mechanism for sustaining cultural continuity and strengthening environmental
defense.

Key Reflections

o The Word as Governance and Resistance: In the Bora people’s point of view, the Word is
not symbolic, it shapes reality. Ceremonial dialogue in the Mambeadero is a form of
governance where collective challenges are shared and transformed into communal
strength. This model of ancestral diplomacy offers an alternative framework for
environmental and territorial decision-making rooted in consensus and spiritual
accountability.

o Reciprocity Is the Foundation of Sustainability: The symbolic offering of tobacco, coca,
and sweet cassava reflects a philosophy of balance and responsibility. Protection of
the Amazon begins with maintaining harmony between human needs and ecological
limits. This principle resonated strongly with Métis teachings on living in right
relationship with the land.

o Women as Pillars of Ecological and Cultural Continuity: Bora women sustain both the
physical and spiritual life of the community. From cultivating chagras to mentoring
youth and participating in advocacy spaces, they are often the first to recognize
environmental changes and mobilize community responses. Strengthening women'’s
leadership is therefore integral to climate resilience.

o Generational Renewal Is Essential for Territorial Protection: the community and delegates
emphasized the urgency of connecting youth with elders through strengthened ethno-
education models. Decolonizing younger generations, reconnecting them to language,
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ceremony, and land-based knowledge is seen as essential for long-term territorial defense
and cultural survival.

Cultural Survival and Climate Protection Are Inseparable: The Bora community reaffirmed
that protecting the Amazon is not solely an environmental issue but a cultural and spiritual
responsibility. Every song, ceremony, and agricultural cycle is part of maintaining ecological
balance. The future of the forest depends on sustaining these knowledge systems across
generations.

CROSS-CUTTING THEMES

[oe]

Wahkohtowin and Relational Governance: across the exchange engagement, the principle of
Wahkohtowin, the understanding that all beings are interconnected, emerged as a shared
foundation between the Métis Nation and Indigenous communities in Colombia. Whether
expressed through the mambeadero, the Circle of the Word, or other discussions, relational
accountability shaped dialogue and decision-making. Governance was consistently framed
not as administrative authority alone, but as spiritual, territorial, and intergenerational
responsibility. This relational approach offers an alternative to extractive and top-down
development models and reinforces the need for climate action rooted in reciprocity and
balance.

Women As knowledge Holders and Leaders: In both the Amazon and Raizal communities,
women emerged as pillars of environmental stewardship, cultural continuity and social
cohesion. From agroforestry and reforestation in the Chagras to Mangrove restoration to
fisheries advocacy and renewable energy dialogue, women sustain both ecological systems
and intergenerational knowledge transmission.

Youth and the Importance of Generational Continuity: Leaders described a critical generational
transition underway. Many youth are reclaiming identity, language, agricultural practices,
and ceremonial participation after periods of cultural disruption caused by extractivism,
displacement, armed conflict, and external education systems. This renewal was framed as
both hopeful and urgent.

Energy and Food Sovereignty: Energy and food sovereignty emerged as practical and
philosophical pillars of territorial protection. Communities emphasized that when fish
stocks decline or forest biodiversity is reduced, the impact is not only economic but spiritual
and cultural. Protecting food systems is therefore a form of territorial defense and climate
mitigation. In both Amazonian and coastal contexts, communities discussed the importance
of localized, community-controlled renewable energy initiatives. Access to sustainable
energy was linked to health services, education, communication, and economic autonomy.

Indigenous Diplomacy Beyond State-based Models: the exchanges demonstrated the
strength of Indigenous-to-Indigenous diplomacy as a complementary pathway to all
types of negotiations. Ceremonial dialogue, ancestral diplomacy and knowledge barter
created spaces where governance principles could be shared without the constraints of
formal political structures. These encounters reinforced that territorial protection, climate
adaptation and cultural survival are global Indigenous priorities that transcend national
borders.
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Emerging Agreements and Future Pathways

o (Continued engagement between the Métis Nation and Indigenous communities in Colombia
o Exploration of collaborative adaptation initiatives and nature-based solutions

o Strengthening ancestral diplomacy networks

Reflections and Lessons Learned

The delegation reaffirmed that Indigenous Peoples across the world share deeply aligned
values, responsibility, and solutions to the climate crisis. Wahkohtowin offers a framework for
climate resilience and peace with nature.

QUOTES

What | found so beautiful and made me so very proud, was how well
our W.O.W. delegation represented our Métis Nation. For many moons
the people we met will remember us Métis, as loving people who visited
their country with good intentions, pride in who we are and sharing the
same concerns for our Mother Earth.

The World of Wahkowtowin Delegation to Colombia was a grounding

------- Y relationship-building experience. We connected across Métis
teeengzitiieneee, . communities, across colonial borders, and across ancient trade routes,
"""""" et to visit and connect with Indigenous kin who are also struggling with

the impacts of colonialism, capitalism, and climate change. It served
as an important reminder that we are not alone in our work, and most
importantly, that we are stronger together.
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