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Our mandate

Support public health actors in their efforts to develop and promote
healthy public policies
Our projects
• Analyzing Public Policies
• Climate Change
• Health in All Policies
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• Health Inequalities
• Health Impact Assessment

• Knowledge Sharing
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1. Why talk about Health in All Policies at the Métis Health Forum?
2. What is Health in all Policies (HiAP)?
3. What is Health Impact Assessment (HIA)?
4. Are HiAP and HIA relevant for Métis health?
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Why talk about Health in All Policies at the Métis Health Forum?
One of the forum’s objectives:

Could Health in All Policies (HiAP) serve as an approach to support the
operationalization of that objective?

An evidence-informed approach to respond to the fact that most public
policy levers to act on the (Métis) social determinants of health and
health inequities reside outside of the health sector.
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Why talk about Health in All Policies at the Métis Health Forum?
• Growing interest in HiAP in Canada, in various jurisdictions and levels of government,
partly to deal with the long-term effects of the pandemic
• Creation of Canadian Network for HiAP

Could HiAP be leveraged for Métis health
when implemented by non-Indigenous
governance structures (F/P/T/M)?

Would it be interesting for Métis
governments to adapt and implement
HiAP?
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What is Health in all Policies (HiAP)?
[a]n approach to public policies across sectors that
systematically takes into account the health implications of
decisions, seeks synergies, and avoids harmful health impacts
in order to improve population health and health equity. It
improves accountability of policymakers for health impacts at
all levels of policy-making.
World Health Organization, 2014
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Main characteristics of HiAP

Broad conception of health based
on a social determinants of
health framework

Collaborations between
health and non-health
sectors

Government-endorsed &
strong governance

Prospective tools such as
Health Impact Assessment
(HIA) to inform policymaking
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One example: Health in All Policies in Québec
Government Health Prevention Policy
2016-2025
27 departments and agencies
100 actions, 80 NGOs
$120 million for 2022-2025
Interdepartmental Action
Plan
for 2022-2025
4 orientations
2 cross-cutting issues
3 areas of research
Measure 2.6 equips the municipal
sector with the capacity to
implement HIA
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HiAP is possible, but it is not without its challenges
Other examples:
South Australia
Finland
California
Newfoundland and
Labrador
• …
•
•
•
•

Some challenges:
• Securing political support for cross-government action
• Shifting from government silos to joined-up government
• Developing a shared language across sectors
• Managing conflict of interest between sectors
• Ensuring sustainability (financial, political, conceptual)
(Peña, 2018)
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There are resources to help

https://ccnpps-ncchpp.ca/health-in-all-policies/

What is HIA?

A combination of procedures, methods and tools by
which a policy, program or project may be judged as to
its potential effects on the health of a population and
the distribution of those effects within the population.
World Health Organization, 1999

13

HIA – Main characteristics
• A standardized process to conduct prospective evaluations
• To inform decision makers & policy makers
• Considers the positive and negative impacts, and ways to improve
the health outcomes of the policy, program or project
• Based on a broad conception of health (SDOH)
• Can use different kinds of evidence and knowledge
• Focused on policies, programs or projects outside the health sector
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Resources on HIA

https://ccnpps-ncchpp.ca/health-impact-assessment/
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Are HiAP and HIA relevant for Métis Health?
To inform the reflection:
A literature review: Impact Assessments in Indigenous
Contexts: Promising Avenues for Reflection and
Improvement for Health Impact Assessment
• Some documented developments
• Some persistent challenges

https://ccnpps-ncchpp.ca/impact-assessments-in-indigenous-contexts-promisingavenues-for-reflection-and-improvement-for-health-impact-assessment/
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Some documented developments over time regarding impact
assessments
• Emergence over time of a broarder conception of health
(Hackett, Liu, & Noble, 2018; Jones & Bradshaw, 2015; Pinto-Guillaume, 2017)

• Growing recognition of the right of Indigenous Peoples to be consulted
(Larsen, 2018)

• Canada included the obligation to recognize Indigenous knowledges, as
part of the impact assessment review process (IAAC, 2019)

17

Some persistent challenges
Data and knowledge systems
• The concept of health
• Traditional Indigenous knowledges
• Cumulative effects
Overall approach and working method
• Different perspectives on effectiveness
• Meaningful participation
• Co-management
Institutional context
• Legal framework
• Implicit dominant values
• Competencies and capacities
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Are HiAP and HIA relevant for Métis Health?
• Growing interest in HiAP in Canada, in various jurisdictions and levels of government,
partly to deal with the long-term effects of the pandemic
• Creation of Canadian Network for HiAP

Could HiAP be leveraged for Métis health
when implemented by non-Indigenous
governance structures (F/P/T/M)?

Would it be interesting for Métis
governments to adapt and implement
HiAP?
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You’re interested in this topic?
Visit ccnpps-ncchpp.ca

Olivier Bellefleur
National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy
olivier.bellefleur@inspq.qc.ca
Production of this presentation has been made possible through a financial contribution from the Public Health Agency of Canada through funding for
the National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy (NCCHPP). The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Public
Health Agency of Canada.
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