






























































The MNS has been engaged in a Tripartite Negotiations Process (TINP) flowing from the fed-
eral Aboriginal self-government policy since 1995. The form of government that has emerged
among the Métis in Saskatchewan is primarily based on federal and provincial institutional
arrangements, as opposed to the MINS’s preferred means of form of Métis self-government.
Flowing from these institutional arrangements, the federal govemment is the primary contributor
to the MNS and its institutions providing an estimate of 60% of total revenue with the remain-
der being resourced by Saskatchewan. The MNS is a strong advocate of the on-going devolu-
tion of Canada and Saskatchewan programs and services to Métis control through the TNP
while moving towards true Métis self-government.

In 2000/01, the TNP included the following workplan components: (1) Tripartite Coordina-
tion, Consultations and Policy Development; (2) Justice; (3) Northern Métis Govemance
(“The Northern Project”); (4) Métis Urban Issues, (5) Economic Development and (6)
Women and Youth Perspectives. Workplans provide for specific deliverables to be achieved each
year under each component.

In addition, the MINS is an active participant within the MINC ’s Métis Nation Agenda (See
MNC Section for more Information) process with the federal gover nment flowing from Gather -
ing Strength: Canada’s Aboriginal Action Plan.

Bilateral Process: MNS and Saskatchewan

The Government of Saskatchewan participates in a Bilateral Negotiations Process (BNP) with
the MNS to address Métis issues based upon its legal and policy positions vis a vis Méts.
These positions include:

¢ Saskatchewan maintains that although Aboriginal self-government is currently unde-
fined, 1t must involve a land-base by definition; therefore, excluding Métis from some
self-government benefits and processes;

¢ Meétis fishing, hunting and trapping rights will be resolved in the courts;

* Meétis are a federal responsibility under section 91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867.

In 2000/02, the BNP continued to focus on facilitating initiatives through partnership arrange-
ments and memorandums of understanding in various BNP sectors (i.e. economic development,
culture, social services etc.). The BNP workplan includes identified deliverable in the various
sectors and includes a commitment for a series of meetings between MNS officials and leader-
ship and their provincial government counterparts.

The momentous Métis Act includes a significant section which agrees to continue the BNP and
adds the issues of Métis capacity building, land, harvesting and governance to the BNP The
MNS anticipates the Métis Act will be an impetus for advancing arrangements and agreements
in these four specific areas with the Government of Saskatchewan.



