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Métis National Council

Formation of the Métis National Council

As discussed in the Introduction, Métis communities from across the Métis Nation Homeland
provide the mandate to the Metis National Council (MNC) and its Governing Members for
the representation of the Métis Nation within Canada at a provincial, national and international
level. While an extensive review and discussion on the birth and emergence of the Métis Nation
within Canada is beyond the purpose and scope of this document it is important to understand
some of the more recent events that have significantly shaped and influenced contemporary
Métis Nation governance structures and mstitutions.

There 1s often a misconception that by the end of the 1800’s within Canada, Métis communi -
ties within Canada were destroyed, dispersed or assimilated. While the effects of the Battle of
Batoche, the hanging of Lows Riel and persecution of other Metis leaders, the fraudulent scrip
land grant system, negative public opinion and shameful government policy vis a vis Aboriginal
peoples dampened the Metis Nation’s public resilience and pride, the Metis as a people contin-
ued to do whatever they could to keep their culture, families and communities together. Based
on its extensive research, the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP) aptly con-
cluded:

Some Canadians think that the Métis Nation’s history ended on the Batoche battlefield or the
Regina gallows. The bitterness of those experiences did cause the Métis to avoid the spotlight for
many years, but they continued to practise and preserve their culture and to do everything that was
possible to pass it on to future generations.

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, “Métis Perspectives” in Looking Forward, Looking Back: Aboriginal Perspectives
(Ottawa: Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 1997) at 227.

Even in the face of this adversity, some Métis continued to gather within their communities
throughout the Metis Nation Homeland. For example, in as early as 1909, a number of Métis
patriots began to meet in St. Vital, Manitoba to write the Métis record on the events which took
place in 1870 and 1885. These on-going gatherings in St. Vital culminated in the formation of
the Union nationale Métisse de Saint-Joseph being formed in the early 1900s.

As well, in as early at the 1920’s, visible Metis political movements emerged to once again
assert the nights and existence of the Méus Nation. In 1928, a small group of Metis in the Cold
Lake area of began to meet. This group, led by Charles Delorme, created 1 Association des
Metis Alberta et Les Territories du Nor-Quest. This association evolved into the Métis
Association of Alberta (now the Métis Nation of Alberta) which was formed in 1932.
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Similarly, the Saskatchewan Métis Society (now the Métis Nation - Saskatchewan) was formed
in 1938. These political movements, along with others throughout the Homeland, led to a revi-

talization of the Métis Nation and its communities. As well, these political movements and their

structural manifestations formed the mitial frameworks for the community, provincial and nation-
al governance structures of the Metis Nation in place today.

In addition to this Métis revitalization, a new Aboriginal political awareness began to develop
within Canada in as early as the 1950s. The deplorable socio-economic conditions facing
Aboriginal peoples was a national embarrassment, as well, Aboriginal individuals and commu-
nities began to seck justice through the Canadian judiciary. Similar to the Aboriginal and settler
confrontations of the 1800’s, the Métis were in the forefront of this new agenda — pushing to
have their nghts and needs addressed.

In order to move forward on this political agenda, the Métis Nation joined with non-status
Indians and other Aboriginal peoples in forming regional/provincial political organizations and
structures to draw attention to the disgraceful socio-economic conditions facing Aboriginal peo-
ples living both on and off reserves throughout Canada. These newly for med regional and
provincial associations/organizations were brought together under a national organization, the
Native Council of Canada (NCC). However, even within these pan-Aboriginal organizations
the Méuis Nation’s distinct and identifiable existence persevered.

In 1982, these pan-Aboriginal organizations realized a monumental success on their political
agenda with the recognition and protection of existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights in the
Canadian Constitution. In particular, this was a triumph for the Métis Nation with the explicitly
recognition of the Métis, as one of Canada’s three distinct Aboriginal peoples within s. 35(2)
of the Constitution Act, 1982. Following the 1982 constitutional amendment, a series of four
First Ministers Conferences (FIMC) were to be held in hopes to elaborate on and agree to addi
tional changes needed to address and implement the new Aboriginal provisions of the

Constitution Act, 1982.

Prior to these FMCs, it became apparent that the Métis Nation needed to be able to once
again represent itself on a national level through its own voice — a Métis voice. The pan-
Aboriginal structure of the NCC (now known as the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples) did not
allow for the Méus Nation to effectively represent itself. The Metis Nation was concerned then
and continues to be concerned that when the Métis are grouped into pan-Aboriginal processes
with non-status Indians and other Aboriginal peoples, their distinct existence and Aboriginal
rights are not addressed, recognized and protected. Therefore, in March 1983, the Métis
Nation separated from the NCC to form the MNC — its own Méus-specific national represen-
tative body.

Aligned with this national direction, the Métis people and their communities, which were then
also a part of regional pan-Aboriginal organizations, began to separate from those organizations
to return to their own Metis-specific governance structures. These Metis-specific governance
structures (the MINC and its Governing Members) now represent the contemporar y manifesta-
tion of the Metis Nation’s existence, as an Aboriginal people within Canada. Through individ-
ual and collective action these political representative structures continue to push forward on the
Metis Nation’s struggle for the implementation of its inherent right to self-government, while
continuing to evolve as governance structures for the Metis Nation.
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Overview of the MNC Governance Structure

The MNC is the national body which is mandated by the Gover ning Members collectively
coming together. It was created to provide a national and inter national voice for the Metis
Nation within Canada. In this capacity, the MINC has represented the Metis Nation within all
constitutional processes since 1983, is recognized by the Government of Canada as the gover-
nance structure representing the Metis Nation within Canada, intervenes on behalf of the Metis
Nation within on-going litigation involving Metis rights and represents the Metis Nation at an
international level within the United Nations and the Organization of American States. The
MNC is also responsible for developing national policy to move forward the self-government
vision and aspirations of the Metis Nation. This is achieved through on-going bilateral process-
es with the Government of Canada. The MNC does not undertake direct program and ser vice
delivery initiatives to Metis individuals, which is the responsibility of the Coverning Members,
but acts as a facilitator for the implementation of Metis self-government through its national
structure and the Governing Members.

Overview of the MNC Governance Structure
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MNC Annual Assembly

The MNC Annual Assembly is the ultimate governing authority of the Metis Nation. The
MNC President, the MNC Board of Governors and the Metis Nation Cabinet are accountable
to it. The MINC Annual Assembly consists of representatives from each of the Governing
Members as voting assembly delegates; however, the assembly is open for all Metis people to
attend. In particular the MNC Annual Assembly reviews the activities and operations of the
MNC for the past year, provides mandates and direction to the MNC for the upcoming year,
elects the MNC President every 2-3 vears and acts as a contemporary legislative structure for
the Metis Nation. Each year the MNC Annual Assembly is hosted by a different Gover ning
Member and in addition to business, each MINC Annual Assembly includes a host of cultural
and social activities.

MNC Board of Governors

The MINC is governed by a 6 person Board of Governors which consists of the respective
President of each Governing Member along with a national president that is elected by the
MNC’s Annual Assembly every two to three years. Collectively, the MNC Board of
Governors is responsible to ensure the mandates and direction of the MNC Annual Assembly
are undertaken, as well as, represent and govern the affairs of the Metis Nation at a national
level in between MINC assemblies.

The MNC President is the principal spokesperson for the Métis Nation within Canada at the
national and international level. The MINC President also calls and chairs meetings of the
MNC Board of Governors and the Metis Nation Cabinet. The MNC President acts as the
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the MINC Secretariat Inc., which is established as the
administrative arm of the MNC. In his or her capacity as CEO of the Secretariat, the MNC
President 15 responsible for the management and affairs of the corporate body.

The MINC also has two established secretariats which participate at the MNC Board of
Governors level in an ex-officio capacity. These include the Metis National Youth Advisory
Council and the Metis Women’s Secretariat. The MNC Board of Governors also appoints a
Governor who acts as a non-political head of state for the nation and attends meetings of the
MNC Board of Governors in this capacity.

Metis Nation Cahinet

In December 2001, the MNC established a Metis Nation Cabinet which plays a
supportive/collaborative role with the MINC President and the MINC Board of Governors in
order to pursue various issues/initiatives on behalf of the Métis Nation. The MNC President
appoints the Metis Nation Cabinet who are accountable for specific Ministries within the
MNC. Ministers act as an advocate, an advisor and a representative of the Metis Nation con-
sistent with the established terms of reference and the areas of responsibility outlined for their
respective Ministry.

The Métis Nation Cabinet includes a MNC Vice-President and 8 Ministers. These Ministries
include: Social Development; Economic Development; Health; Environment; Culture and
Heritage; Métis Rights (which includes the three sub-Ministries; namely, Métis Nation
Agenda, Governance and International Affairs); Youth and Women's Issues. The Cabinet
meets of a regular basis and is accountable to the MNC President, the MNC Board of
Governors and the MNC Annual Assembly.



Métis Womens Secretariat

The MINC and each of its Governing Members have established representative structures for
Meétis women within their governance structures. The MINC’s Métis Womens Secretariat
(MWS) was established in 1999 and consists of one representative from each of the Governing
Members. A national spokesperson for the MWS is elected at an annual meeting of the MWS
from amongst the womens’ representatives designated by the Governing Members.

The MWS seeks input from Métis women and facilitates their full and equal participation with-
in the Métis Nation. Through its participation at the national level, the MWS ensures that the
unique concerns and issues of Métis women are brought forward. This valuable input assists in
the MINC'’s development and implementation of policies, programs, direction and actions. The
MWS also provides technical support to womens’ representative structures within the
Governing Members and is an important communication medium for Métis women in the
affairs of the nation.

The MWS is invited to participate at all meetings of the MINC Board of Governors in an ex-
officio capacity and the elected Spokesperson for the MWS acts as Minister for Womens’ [ssues
within the Méts Nation Cabinet.

Métis National Council Youth Advisory Council

The Métis National Youth Advisory Council (MNYAC) is made up of two youth representa-
tives from each of the Governing Members. An executive which consists of a Chair, Co-Chair
and Secretary/ Treasurer is elected annually at a meeting of the MNYAC.

The role of the MNYAC is set out in its Guiding Policies and Procedures which state:

The MNYAC acts in a advisory capacity to the MINC leadership and undertakes its own
youth-driven projects and initiatives with the support of the MNC. The MNYAC also acts
as a support for Métis youth initiatives across the Homeland through information sharing,
networks, peer support and providing a national voice for issues of concern to Métis youth.
[t 1s now and will remain a non-political group, formed only to ensure the voice of Metis
youth is heard at the national level.

Specific MNYA
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