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Métis Nation of Ontario

GOVERNANGE

The Metis Nation within Ontario has a long, rich and proud history. Historic Metis communi -
ties have existed and continue to exist along the Ottawa river, surrounding the Great Lakes and
through to the northwestern part of province.

In the past, pan-Aboriginal lobby organizations and associations, to which some Metis people
and communities were a part of, represented the Metis Nation with Ontario. However, these
types of organizations and associations continually impeded the Metis Nation’s aspiration of
implementing Metis self-government. Therefore, in 1993, the Metis Nation of Ontario
(MINO) was established through the will of Metis people and historic Metis communities com -
ing together to create a Metis-specific governance structure to achieve the nation’s aspirations.

At the founding meeting for the MNO, Metis representatives from over 90 communities
throughout the province set the foundational principles which would guide and continue to
guide the evolution of the MINO. These foundational principles focused on establishing a
Metis-specific governance structure for the implementation of the nation’s inherent right to self-
government; establishing a credible and recognized identification system (Registry) for Metis
people within the province; focusing on ‘nation building’ by working together as a collective to
support Metis citizens and communities; pursuing a nghts-based agenda and proudly asserting
the Mets existence as a distinct Aboriginal people within Ontario. These foundational princi-
ples, as well as, the values and vision of the Metis Nation within Ontario have been encapsulat-
ed in the MNQO'’s Statement of Prime Purpose which serves as a guide for the MNQO's on-going
evolution and decision-making process.

Grounded on this solid foundation, the MNO has drawn Méts people together in ever-ncreas-
ing numbers © build an effective governance stucture for the implementation of Métis self-gov-
ernment withm Onfario.

Overview of MNO Governance Structure

The MNO is recognized provincially and federally as representing the Méts of Ontario and is
represented nationally and internationally by the MNC. MNO citizens view the exercise of the
collective inherent right to self-government to be through the governance structures and institu-
tions of the MINQ. These governance structures and institutions are based upon Meus people
being accountably represented at a community, provincial and national level. The MNO has
ensured that its core values of inclusivity, democracy and nation-building are incorporated into
these all levels of governance.
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Based upon these values, the MINO operates in accordance with an evolving governance frame-
work which includes the MNO’s Statement of Prime Purpose, the MNO Secretariat’s By-
Laws, the MNQO’s Electoral Codes (for provincial and community council elections), MNO’s
Community Charter Agreements, the MNQO’s Harvesting Policy and the Métis Nation Rules of
Order. In addition, within its overarching governance framework the MINO has established
internal structures and nstitutions which support the overall goals of implementing Metis self-
government, ensure all segments of the Metis population participate within the MNO (i.e.
women, youth, elders, veterans etc.) and deliver much needed socio-economic programming and
services to Metis people throughout Ontario.

MNO Governance Overview
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MNO Regions

For MNQO representation and governance purpos-
es, the province 1s divided into nine geographic
regions. Each region has representation on the
MNQO’s provincial governing structure. As well,
there are established Community Councils within \

each region which provide local representation ”
within the MINO'’s overall governance structure. V
8
MNO Community Councils
MNO Community Councils are central to the MNO’s overall governance structure and contin-
ue to play an ever increasing role within the MINO. Consistent with its foundation principle of
nation-building, the MINO has established an unique governance framework for Metis commu-
nities.

The MINO enters into MINO Charter Agreements with Metis communities which provides
them with the authority to represent MINO citizens at a community-level. These Community
Councils act as local governance structures on behalf of MINO citizens within defined geograph-
ic area. Community Councils represent the interests of MINO citizens within their geographic
area, as well as, administer and oversee programming and ser vices for Metis citizens in those
areas.




=

—_ et m —_
S oo R0 D0 @

0~ S o N —

The MNO Charter Agreements ensure accountability to MNO citizens (i.e. requiring mand;i-
tory elections and meetings, financial accountability) while also giving Council the authonty to

govern community affairs. With this Charter structure Metis communities are not separately
legally incorporated but remain a part of the Metis Nation through defined relationships.
Within 2000, the MNO had 24 Chartered Community Councils representing historic, as well

as, contemporary Metis communities throughout the province.

MNO Community Councils, 2000-2001
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. Kenora Metis Community Gouncil

. Northwest Metis Nation of Ontario
. Sunset Country Metis

. Thunder Bay Metis Gouncil

. Geraldton & Area Council

Marathon Metis Council

. Northern Lights Métis Council
. Timmins Metis Council

Chapleau Métis Council

. Temiskaming Metis Community Council

. Historic Sault Ste Marie Metis Council

. Bar River Metis Gouncil

. St.Joseph Island/Bruce Mines Community Council
. Thessaslon Metis Council

. Sudbury Metis Council

. North Bay Metis Council

. Baptiste L ake Metis Council

18. Ottawa Metis Council

19. Georgian Bay Metis Council

20. Peterhorough Metis Gouncil

21. Toronto Metis Council

22. Hamilton-Wentworth Metis Council
23. Metis Nation of Welland

24. Windsor/Essesx Metis Council
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MNO Annual Assembly

The MNO Annual Assembly is the ultimate governing authority within the MNO. All MNO
citizens are able to participate within the Assembly which is held in a different Metis communi-
ty throughout the province annually. The PCMNO reports to the Assembly and the Assembly
provides support for the work undertaken by the PCMNOQ, as well as, establishes future man-
dates, directions and policies for the MNO. The MNO Annual Assembly is a week long event
which incorporates business, as well as, cultural and social activities.

Provisional Council of the Metis Nation of Ontario

The role of the Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario (PCMNQ) is to represent-
the Metis Nation within Ontario at a provincial level. Members of the PCMNQO represent the
interests of all MNO citizens, the interests of MINO citizens living in specific regions through-
out the province and valuable segments of the Metis population (i.e. youth, women and Elders).

The PCMNO consists of a 20 person council which includes:

¢ Executive (President, Chair, Co-Chair and Secretary/ Treasurer)

* President of the Women of the Metis Nation of Ontario

* President of the Metis Nation of Ontario Youth Council

¢ 9 Regional Councillors

* | Post Secondary Representative

* 3 Senators who are appointed by the Senators themselves at the MINO Annual Assembly

PCMNO Roles and Responsibilities

The PCMNO determines the overall political direction of the MNQO, establishes the poli -
cies and priorities for the MNO, sets the direction and course for the affairs and manage-
ment of the MNO and makes appointments to various internal and external boards and
institutions. Much of the on-going direction to the PCMNO comes from MNO Annual
Assemblies and/or Special Assemblies of the MNO. As well, on-going consultations and
meetings are held at a regional and community level to engage MNO citizens.

The President of the MINQO is the chief spokesperson for the Metis Nation within Ontario
and sits as a member of the MINC Board of Governors representing the interests of the
MNO. The President, along with the PCMNO Executive, oversee the day-to-day affairs
and management of the MNO and are accountable to the PCMNO and MNO Annual
Assembly.

The MNO has a portfolio system where the MNO President appoints Provincial
Secretaries who assist in specific portfolio areas. These portfolios include: International
Affairs; Communications; Tripartite; Métis Rights; Arts and Culture; Har vesting;
Environment; Health; Training; Finance and A dministration; Housing; Registry;
Education Colleges and Universities; Senior Citizens; French Language Services;
Disabilities; Community Development; Resource and Economic Development; Youth;
Sports and Recreation; Women; Child Care; Child Welfare; Community and Social
Services; Veterans; Michif Language; Business Development; Métis Nation Agenda;
Community Consultations; Justice.




PCMNO Elections

The PCMNO receives its mandates from province-wide ballot box elections that are held
every three years in accordance with the MNO Electoral Code, Part I. The elections are
overseen by an independent and arms-length Chief Electoral Officer who is appointed by
the MNO. All MNO citizens over the age of 16 years are able to vote in MNO elections.




















































